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MOTICE UF GERMPLASM RELEASE OF (KYlh2b) SWITCHGRASS., PI143157%

The United States Department of Ayriculcure Soil Conservation
Service and the Kentucky Ayricultural Experiment Station announce
the yermplasm release of Ky-1625 switchgrass.

Method of Selection

This strain of switchyrass (Panicum virgyatun L.) was collected
Jctouber 1966 from Raleiyn Co. West Virginia alony the south side
ot the New River alluviun, up river from hignway 1Y bridge, and
accessioned KY-534., Seed trom Ky 5384 was planted and selected
from a collection ot 35 other native switchyrass accessions at
the Plant aterial Center, uicksand ftrom 1967 to 19Y7u. In 1971
cional wmaterial was planted for comparison with 51 switchyrass
accessions, including tne first 35, plus new collects with
‘Blackwel |' , *Lave-in-Ruck' , ' Mebraska 28' , 'Patntinder' ,
'Wabdsso' , 'Panygburn' , 'Kaenlovw' , cultivars, This evaluation was
made to select tor fine stems, leofy characteristics and late
maturity., Ky 584 was the superior accession ror tnese traits,
Clonal material was ayain selected frowm Xy »84 and placea 1n .1
dacre seed increase and accessioned (Ky 162%) P.l. 431575. Seed
from tne .10 plot was used to reach d total 1ncredse or Z.sb
acres.

Tnis selectiun of switchyrass P.l. 431575, matures later tnan
"®Blackwell'; it is wmore leafy tnan '"dlackwell' or 'Kanlow' . It
has tne highest leaf-stem ratiuv amonyg the switchyrasses tested,
and has consistently shown niygner protein and digestinility
fevels amony switcnyrass species, one limiting factor is its poor
seed gudlity and seedling viyor. Average percent of total non-
structural carbonnydrates in the rnizomes shows P.l. 431075 .
niyhest amony tour switcnyrass strain tested, dafter tnree yrowinyg
sedsons, with aitferent maniagement schemes inpused in a study at
the University of Kentucky.




Notice of Germ Plasm Release of (KY1625) Switchgrass (Continued)

Area of adaptation is similiar to that of other switchgrass
strains. It has performed satisfactory in plots for forage and
on surface mine spoils in Kansas, Kentucky, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
New York, New Jersey, North Dakota, and West Virginia.

Approximately one acre or less of breeders seed will be

maintained by the Soil Conservation Service, Plant Materials
Center at Quicksand, Kentucky.
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